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AB The invention concerns a method for the diagnosis and prognosis of 
tumors in cell lysates by adding fluorescent-labeled actin to the 
cell suspension, initializing actin polymerization and freezing the 
reaction at equilibrium The amount of polymerized actin is 
measured by fluorescence polarization; reference data are 
obtained by performing analogous expts. with cell lines of the resp. 
cancer type. Cancer cells are lysed in mild media in 
the presence of protease inhibitors. Actin-Alexa 488 is added; the 
polymerization buffer includes potassium chloride, magnesium chloride and 
ATP. The effect of drugs can be tested. 
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